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EDITORIAL

on the 75thAnniversary of Independence

ohandas Karamchand Gandhi was The elimination of all sorts of injustice
I\/l intrinsically Hindu. But he had a prevalent in society was his main concern.
new view of life that placed all emphasis oWhat right had India to freedom when she
man and the world. He trusted his inneherself denied the untouchables all freedom.
voice. In his autobiography he has They were denied access to templékey
explained that all he did was to follow hiswere refused to draw water from village
inner voice. He wrote, well. They hand no access to schools.
“If I have devoted myself wholly Gandhi allowed a family of untouchable to
to service of mankind, it has beenthe SabarmatAshram. He persuaded other
prompted by my wish for self- inhabitance of théAshram to communicate
realisation. | dedicated myself towith the untouchable on equal termhis
the religion of service, because Iwas a shining example of his experiment
felt that god can only be with Truth. Hans &che, a reputed German
experienced through servicAnd | scholar has stated'He led the way from
service meant for me service toself-centred philosophy oKarma to the
India, because this mission fell toworld embracing compassion of a
me quite of itself and because Ibodhisattva. ... By thus rupturing the caste-
was capable of carrying it out.” | system Gandhi created a basis without
Three social issues engaged his particulavhich a modern industrial state could not
attention.  First, deliverance of thestand, the sense of responsibility of man for
untouchables from the bondage imposed byan. Only by being thus committed to the
caste restrictions. Secondlyplifting of the = task of social responsibility can India come
peasants from their deplorable conditionto terms with reality and change it to the
Thirdly, liberation of women from the benefit of the whole country
shakles that bound them to the hearth. The Indian peasant worked hard in
Indeed, he wanted to reach beyond the limigowing and harvesting time. But during rest
of Hindu social restriction and legalof the year he remained unemployed. He
disabilities. also sufered from diferent types of legal
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disabilities. He was also always in debhe About the New Social Order that
landlord class always kept the peasantrgmeged in India in pas 1947 years, Hans
under the chains of constant humiliationSteche writes, ‘True, it was the combined
Gandhi revived the traditional art ofeffect of many influences that created this
spinning. The peasants were given theew order They were assimilated into the
Charkha or the hand spinning wheel. Heminds of whole generation, there to act and
himself devoted a few hours to spinningfémould its thought. Much has thereby sunk
Spinning became far him a universainto oblivion. Even Gandhi has been
weapon. Gandhi taught to look upon manudflegated to the pastet looking beyond the
work as a means of achieving freedom, in a@uter world that impinges on the senses one

economic, political and spiritual sense9/émpses with a flash of recognition, the

Indeed, he was the prophet of a new age.knowing smile of the frail ascetic who

The Indian society was basically awrought all this, the man to whom the gift of

patriarchal society The voice of Indian profound inner vision revealed where the

women was lost into the limbo of neglectneed lay and how it could be fulfilled(The
Nature and Impact of Gandi’ Spiritual

and oblivion. It was Gandhi who drew them

out in the streets when mass demonstrautiol\AeSsage inMahatma Gandhi as Germans

. see him edited by Heimo Rau, 1969, p. 150).
was oganised as a part of the freedom T ' :
In his historic “Tryst with Destiny’

movement in India. Gandhi realized that the . . L
women in India were the best exponents Opeech delivered in the midnight of 14
b ugust 1947, Indi& first Prime Minister

Gandhian creed.of non-wolence.. Dur_m_gJawaharIal Nehru reminded us that the
Nehru era, social laws governing civil

} gi d inheri ambition of Gandhi, ‘the greatest man of
marriage, divorce and inheritance WerSur generation, has been to wipe every tear

passedThe social laws were the product Otfrom every eye. .That may be beyond us,
impetus given by GandhiThis ultimately ) o5 long as there are tears andesin,
led to the creation of a new social ordeg, long our work will not be ovePeace has
enshrined in theConstitution of India. been said to be indivisible, so is freedom, so
Hans $eche born on 2&pril 1909 In | ig prosperity nowand so also is disaster in
Leipzig was a lecturer at the University ofinis one world that can no longer be split
Gottingen from 1947-1950 in Indianinto isolated fragments.’Prime Minister
languages. Since 1955 he was a member Qkhru paid homage to Gandhi in marmoreal
the Cultural Committee of the Indo-German words, ‘On this day our first thoughts go to
Society He has written extensively on Indiathe architect of this freedom, the father of
and Pakistan. His bookéndia : Bharat, = our nation, who embodying the old spirit of
Pakistan (1951),Every day India (1963) and India, held aloft the torch of freedom and
India (1967) deserve special mention. lighted up the d&ness that surrounded us.’



)Letters and Speeches of Gandhi

(Continuation from previous issue)
THE EMBARGO
| publish the following telegraphic correspondence between the Private Secretary to H.
E. theViceroy and myself :
TELEGRAM TO THE PRIVATE SECRE®RY TO THE VICEROY!
RepLY TO THE ABOVE?
SeconD TELEGRAM TO PRIVATE SECRETRY TO THE VICEROY®

RepLy To THE ABove?

It is quite true that my going to Kohat is likely to reopen the settlement in so far
as it is intrinsically bad. It is a settlement brought about by coercion, for it has been
arrived at under threat of prosecutions on either side. It is not a voluntary settlement
that pleases the parties. Both the Hindus and the Mussulmans whom Maulana Shaukat
All and | met at Rawalpindi said as much. But my visit to Kohat, whatever else it may
or may not bring about, can never mean greater estrangement between the parties. If,
therefore, | had been permitted together with Mussalman friends to proceed to Kohat
it would have meant furtherance of peace which\fleeroy claims to have at heart
equally with me Whilst, therefore, | was able somewhat to understand the refusal when
the things were still in a ferment, | am unable to understand the prohibition at the
present moment. Friends were not wanting who suggested that | should have proceeded
to Kohat without permission or intimation and taken the risk of a prohibition.drder
could not do so unless | meant to disobey any such order and court imprisolinaent.
as | hold that there is no atmosphere at the present moment in the country for any such
step | could not take the proposed risk. | can only hope that the authorities will
appreciate the deliberation with which | am avoiding every step that may precipitate
civil resistance. My purpose so far as it is humanly possible is to avoid taking a single
step that may even indirectly precipitate violence on the part of the people. But a time
must come when nonviolent resistance on my part may become a duty in total disregard
of untoward consequences. | do not myself know when such a time can or will come.
| know that it is a possibilityBut when that time comes | hope that friends will not find
me wanting.Till then | must ask them to bear with me.

Young India, 26-2-1925

1 & 2. Vide “Telegram to Private Secretary Wiceroy”, 9-2-1925
3 & 4. Vide “Telegram to Private Secretary Yiceroy”, 19-2-1925
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INHUMAN IF TRUE

Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee sends me the following telegram :

Reports from Nabha just received give harrowing details of inhuman tortures
including wholesale merciless beating to unconsciousness, draggikestas (hair)
and beards, ducking into watgquutting hot iron rods on various psrof body and
hanging by their feet heads downward, resulting in several deaths at the spot. Many
more are in a precarious conditioh.large number is seriously wounded. No ration
issued on 18 and 14" to somejathast. Great excitement prevails. Situation extremely
serious. Immediate action necessary

SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, VYKOM

[March 10, 1925]
| know that prejudices die hard. Untouchability is an error of long standing. | have,
therefore told my satyagrahi friends that they will have to exercise tremendous patience.
Time is always on the side of those who will wait upon it. Public opinion, | hope, even
of Vykom, is on their side. Public opinion outsidgkom, | know is on their sideThe
world opinion is growing strong on their side and if the satyagrahis will only play the
game well, have patience and will be able to endure silent and sltevirsgd, | have
no doubt that victory is theirdhe Government ofravancore, so far as | can see from
the address of the Dewan Sahib, has held the scales evenly between the two parties. |
know that my satyagrahi friends here shook their heads when | told them that the
presentation by the Dewan was not open to exceplibtnatever the truth may be, there
is no doubt about it that the credit will be yours if the two sections of the community
meet together and find a reasonable and honourable solution for fibeltglifwithout
the intervention of the Governmerithe Dewan himself, so far as his own opinion is
concerned, has told the orthodox people where his opinion lies. He invites them to
march with the times, to recognize the time spirit. | hope my orthodox friends will listen
to the sound advice given by him. In any event, | give them my best assurance that no
matter what they think of it, no matter how they behave, whether they accepfemrsy of
or reject them, | shall only do according to the behests of the Hindu religion as | know
it. | recongnize no one as my enemy on the face of the earth. | shall, therefore, love
them in spite of dferences between them and myself. | shall ever pray to God that he
may guide their steps in the right direction, open the eyes of their understanding, open
their eyes to the writing on the wall and render justice to these downtrodden countrymen
of ours. | am humble enough also to pray to God at the same time that if | have misread
the Hindu Shastras, if | have misread humarityd have erred in giving the advice that
| have tendered to the satyagrahis, He will open my eyes also, show me’ my error and
give me strength and the necessary courage to acknowledge my error and apologize to
my orthodox friends.

1. Bands of satyagrahis
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One thing more and | have don&hen there is a dérence between you and me
on the question of untouchability hope there is no question of fédifence of opinion
about another matter which also concerns the poorest of the land. | refer to the spinning-
wheel and khaddaYou owe it to the poorest in the land to find a sacred corner in your
homes for the spinning-wheel and you owe it to them that you wear the product of the
spinning-wheel and place a few coppers in the pockets of the poorest of your
countrymen and country women. | shall not be satisfied as | have said repeatedly until
the prince and the peasant, theeroy and his page, are clad from top to toe in
khadday hand-spun and hand-made.

The third thing | need not mention to you, namehe Hindu-Muslim unityYou
have in this connection much to teach to the rest of Iidiahe different races and
communities belonging to dérent religions, | am happy to be able to know and testify
are living in perfect harmony and friendshipTiravancore. | hope that the rest of India
will copy the admirable spirit which actuates you. | thank you all for the very patient
hearing you have kindly given to me and | now close with the hope and fervent prayer
that the battle that is going on Mykom may end in the only manner it should.
(Cheers.)

The Hindu, 16-3-1925

TALK TO INMATES OF SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, VYKOM?
[March 11, 1925]?

(The following is almost a verbatim report of the quiet talk | gave to the inmates of the
SatyagrahaAshram atVlykom. The Ashram has at the present moment over fifty
volunteers who stand or squat in front of the four barricades which are put up to guard
the four entrances to théykom temple.They spin whilst they are stationed there and
remain there at a stretch for six hourbey are sent in two relays. | reproduce the talk
as being of general interest and applicable to all satyagrahis. M.)K. G

| am sorry that | shall be going away today without having a chat with you which
| would regard as complete and satisfact@yt it seems it is not possible to do more.
Those in chaye of arrangements about my programme are of opinion that | ought to
see, in order to help the cause, more places\tgkom. | have yielded to their advice
but my own conviction based on past experience is that the success of the movement
depends more on yourselves than on outside support. If there is nothing in you, any
amount of enthusiasm brought about by a passing visit like mine will be of no avail.
But if | had not come here and there had been no enthusiasm on the part of the public,
and if you had been true to yourselves there would have been nothing wémiing
work would have commanded all the enthusiasm that might have been needed for a
cause like thisTherefore if | could have passed here a longer time than | have, it would

1. In Toung India, this was published under the captio8atyagrahi’j Duty”
2. From The Hindu, 14-3-1925
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have been more profitable. Howeyénat could not be done in face of the advice of
friends who are guiding me.

But | want to tell you as briefly as | can what | expect of you. | would ask you to
forget the political aspect of the programme. Political consequences of this struggle
there are, but you are not to concern yourselves with them. If you do, you will miss the
true result and also miss the political consequences, and when the real heat of the
struggle is touched you will be found wanting. | am therefore anxious, even if it
frightens you, to explain to you the true nature of the struggle. It is a struggle deeply
religious for the HindusWe are endeavouring to rid Hinduism of its greatest Olbé
prejudice we have to fight against is an age-long prejudiice.struggle for the opening
on the roads round the temple which we hold to be public to the unapproachables is but
a small skirmish in the big battle. If our struggle was to end with the opening of the
roads inVykom you may be sure | would not have bothered my head about it. If
therefore you think that the struggle is to end with opening of the roadgkom to
the unapproachables you are mistakéhe road must be opened. It has got to be
opened. But that will be the beginning of the emble end is to get all such roads
throughoutTravancore to be opened to the unapproachables; an not only that, but we
expect that our &rts may result in amelioration of the general condition of the
untouchables and unapproachablEsat will require tremendous sacrifice. For our aim
is not to do things by violence to opponentbat will be conversion by violence or
compulsion, and if we import compulsion in matters of religion, there is no doubt that
we shall be committing suicid®Ve should carry on this struggle on the lines of strict
nonviolence, i.e., by stdring in our own persondhat is the meaning of satyagraha.

The question is whether you are capable of everfersong that may be imposed upon

you or may be your lot in the journey towards the goal. Even whilst you desisgf

you may have no bitterness—no trace of it—against your opporemdsl tell you it

is not a mechanical act at all. On the contrary | want you to feel like loving your
opponents and the way to do it is to give them the same credit for honesty of purpose
which you would claim for yourself. | know that it is afati@lt task. | confess that it

was a dificult task for me yesterday whilst | was talking to those friends who insisted

on their tight to exclude the unapproachable from the templerbadsfess there was
selfishness behind their talk. How then was? | to credit them with honesty of purpose?

| was thinking of this thing yesterday and also this morning, and this is what | did. |
asked myself : “Wherein was their selfishness or self-interest? It is true that they have
their ends to serve. But so have we our ends to serve. Only we consider our ends to be
pure and therefore selfless. But who is to determine where selflessness ends and
selfishness begins. Selflessness may be the purest form of selfishness.” | do not say this
for the sake of gument. But that is what | really feel. | am considering their condition

of mind from their point of view and not my own. Had they not been Hindu they would
not have talked as they did yesterdagd immediately we begin to think of things as



Gandhi Nevs/ sii&! 71a% o Vol. 17, No. 2a ez -(Ie76ed, 2033

our opponents think of them we shall be able to do them full justice. | know that this
requires a detached state of mind, and it is a state vdigutlito reach. Nevertheless
for a satyagrahi it is absolutely essentidlhree fourths of the miseries and
misunderstandings in the world will disappedr we step into the shoes of our
adversaries and understand their standpdife. will then agree with our adversaries
quickly or think of them charitablyin our case there is no question of our agreeing with
them quickly as our ideals are radicallyfeient. But we may be charitable to them and
believe that they actually mean what they. S&yey do not want to open the roads to
the unapproachables. Now whether it is their self-interest or ignorance that tells them
to say so, we really believe that it is wrong of them to say so. Our business therefore
is to show them that they are in the wrong and we should do so by terirgufl have
found that mere appeal to reason does not answer where prejudices are agelong and
based on supposed religious authorRgason has to be strengthened byesufy and
suffering opens the eyes of understandifidnerefore there must be no trace of
compulsion in our actdMe must not be impatient, and we must have an undying faith
in the means we are adoptifidhe means we are adopting just now are that we approach
the four barricades and as we are stopped there we sit down and spin away from day
to day and we must believe that through it the roads must be opened. | know that it
is a dificult and slow process. But if you believe in thécgicy of satyagraha you will
rejoice in this slow torture and $efing, and you will not feel the discomfort of your
position as you go and sit in the boiling sun from day ta tfayou have faith in the
cause and the means and in God the hot sun will be cool folygaunust not be tired
and say ‘how long’, and never get irritatddhat is only a small portion of your penance
for the sin for which Hinduism is responsible.

| regard you as soldiers in this campaign. It is not possible for you to reason out
things for yourselvesYou have come to thAshram because you have faith in the
managemenfThat does not mean faith in me. For | am not mandgen directing the
movement so far as ideals and general direction are concefoed.faith therefore
must be in those who are managers for the time b&img.choice before coming to the
Ashram was yours. But having made your choice and come tstimam it is not for
you to reason whylf we are to become a powerful nation you must obey all directions
that may be given to you from time to timéhat is the only way in which either
political or religious life can be built upfou must have determined for yourselves
certain principles and you must have joined the struggle in obedience to those
principles.Those who remain in thashram are taking as much part in the struggle as
those who go and far satyagraha at the barricades. Every piece of work in connection
with the struggle is just as important as any other piece, and therefore the work of
sanitation in theAshram is just as important as spinning away at the barricAdes.
if in this plan the work of cleaning the closets and compound is more distasteful than
spinning it should be considered far more important and profitable. Not a single minute
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should be wasted in idle conversation, but we must be absorbed in the work before us
and if everyone of us works in that spirit you will see that there is pleasure in the work
itself. Every bit of propertyanything in theéAshram, should be regarded by you as your
own property and not property that can be wasted at pleaéowemay not waste a

grain of rice or a scrap of pap@nd similarly a minute of your time. It is not ours. It
belongs to the nation and we are trustees for the use of it.

I know that all this will sound hard and fiult for you. My presentation may be
hard, but it has not been possible for me to present the thing in any otheforaly
will be wrong on my part if | deceive you or myself in believing that this is an easy
thing.

Much corruption has crept into our religioive have become lazy as a nation, we
have lost the time sense. Selfishness dominates our atthene is mutual jealousy
amongst the tallest of ug/e are uncharitable to one anothfend if | did not draw your
attention to the things | have, it will not be possible for us to rid ourselves of all these
evils. Satyagraha is a relentless search for truth and a determination to search truth. |
can only hope you will realize the import of what you are dofyl if you do, your
path will be easy—easy because you will take delight ificdifies and you will laugh
in hope when everybody is in despdibelieve in the illustrationsishis or poets have
given in religious books. For example, | literally believe in the possibility of a
Sudhanva smiling away whilst he was being drowned in the boiling oil. For to him it
was greater torture to fget his Maker than to be in boiling oAnd so it can be in a
lesser measure here, if we have a spark of Sudtsafaiéh in this strugglé.

Mahatmaji was then put a series of questions by the workers. TMIR.
Krishnaswamy lyer M.A., B.L., asked how long the struggle should be continued.
Mahatmaji said :

1 do not know It may last a few days, or for evdrembarked on the
SouthAfrican struggle fancying that it would be over in a mosittime but it
lasted eight years.

Asked as to why batches in d@ numbers should not be sent to the
barricades, he stated that it would result in disturbance and misunderstanding,
and secondlythey had not stitient numbers for the purpose. He thought
good deal must be done by way of consolidating public opinion. It was
claimed that public opinion was on their side which was correct to a certain
extent, but that public opinion had not been renderdectefe and that
meant tremendous ganization which they lacked. He saw no use in forcing
the pace and advised the workers to learn Hindi in three months, also

1. Sudhanva, son of King Hansadhwaja of Champavati, was thrown into boiling oil for not reporting himself
at the appointed place for fighting the invaders in response to the royal proclamation. But he came out
unscathed because of Higakti.

2. What follows is fromThe Hindu, 14-3-1925
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Sanskrit and engage themselves in work of some kind which should in the
long run make the institution thoroughly self-supporting. Mahatmaji opined
that if subscriptions were solicited from outside Kerala a@nalvancore, it
should have a demoralizingfeét and mentioned that in Champaran he had
offers of money from all sources but did not accept them except from a
private friend, that at the time of the labour strikeAlnmedabad he rejected
offers of thousands of rupees from a single individual. In the Kheda
campaign he accepted something from personal friends and not even half of
what was given had been spent. From SdAfifica he brought backhree

to four lakhs of rupees, lie could not recall a single battle he had fought
where there was a debit balance and the amounts in every case were obtained
with the minimum amount of trouble and fuss.

Young India, 19-3-1925 andlThe Hmdu. 14-3-1925
(End)
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GandhianApproach to SocialWork

Parameswari Dayal

andhian approach to life is composed This philosophy of life is reflected in
Gof two specific interrelated elements, the Gandhian approach to philosophy and
viz., spiritual substratum and actiomhe methods of social work and their application
spiritual substratum is the truth and nonin different fields.Whether he worked with
violence which Gandhi projected in all histhe individual, group or community or he
actions irrespective of the nature of thevorked for the welfare of Harijans,
fields in which he workedThe doctrine of Adivasis, Women, Labour or for the
non-violence, instead of making himdevelopment of the personality of the child
passive, made him most active in life readgnd the youth, or for his ultimate objective
to launch action non-violently and toof reconstruction of the societiie evolved
combat the injustice and the wron@he his specific programmes of work from these
spiritual values of truth and non-violencetwo basic ideas—spiritual values and social
made him neither tolerant to noraction. Modern social work is influenced by
compromising with the evils of injustice orscientific attitude towards social questions.
exploitation in any form. He worked out theThe modern social worker thinks that
spiritual values as techniques for resolvinjuman behaviour can be adequately
crises and conflicting situations andexplained in terms of certain needs which
improving  social relationships. The @ originate in the somatic, social and psychic
technique of social action incorporatingaspects of his personalitile has, therefore,
constructive programme and satyagraha cda a lage extent abandoned the spiritual
be used by a single individual as well as bgspect of human personalitide does not
a group of people, lge or small. His necessarily reject the spiritual nature of man
speculations on truth, non-violence andbut the spiritual aspect of human personality
humanity knew no barriers in terms of timedoes not form a part of the social worker
or space. He believed in the doctrine of théame of reference. He thinks in terms
‘maniness’ (polymorphism), and took theborrowed from medicine or psychiatry
whole of humanity in the embrace of hisSocial workerno doubt, has gained much in
love and service. increased under-standing and the ability to
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deal objectively with difcult situations the philosophy and methods of modern
and  relation-ships. This  increased social work.The fallacy of this passivism
understanding, though vital, does not releasaay be illustrated by the fact that it is only
the social worker from the obligations toafter the clients have fallen into critical
take into consideration the spiritual valuesituations that the social worker wakes up to
underlying his work. Rathesince increased satisfy their fundamental needs of fetiént
knowledge brings increased powér may food, clothing, housing, education, medical
be said to impose a greater obligatidihe care, recreation, amenities and wholesome
crisis through whichWestern civilisation is jnfluences. It does not emphasise the
passing is essentially a crisis of valuationeradication of social ills, but attempts to
There is great danger that development igolve the problems created as a result of
technique may outstrip growth of humanpgse ills.

personality and may ultimately result in nModern social work does not yet
disintegration instead of a more abundandficiently realise the importance of the
life. The benefits of new development "kepreventive type of activities by taking
child-guidance, psychiatric social work andysighted remedial measures to maintain
psychotherapy are limited, if one sapped ofyiety in a healthy condition. Some doubt
moral strength, is left without spiritual andy o4 4y exists as to the possibility of modern

moral star.ldards. _ social workets functioning dfectively even
Gandhia approach Is a plea for th‘ein the West. But it is more so in a poor

recognltl(.m _Of spiritual aspect O_f humancountry like India,A more hopeful method
personality in the realm of social work.

_ of meeting the situation appears to lie in the
Gandhiji recognises the force of Soul an%revention of social problems as far as
the Will in the life of an |nd|.\/|.dual. Hg also possible. Prevention is more economical
accepts the play of the spirit of selflshneeSﬁ,'an cure of the social problems after they

and th_e spirit of a't“{'sm N humgnfafs. have been fostered to their full intensity
Gandhian approach links the spiritual aSpe(f\}Iodern social work with its remedial

of human personality with the philosophy Ofapproach appears to be unable even to

social work in order to explain adequately,...; . the surface because of the gigantic
the human behaviount is an attempt tq proportions assumed by the varied types of
combine the scientific attitude of theIoroblems through age-long neglect and the
modern  social worker with  spirituality largeness of the population living in remote

prized in Indian traditions. villages. At the rate we are going nowe

Gandhian approach is a major departur%ay take more than a century when we can
from the altitude of passivism that pervad‘ePegitimately hope to provide minimum
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services to the entire Indian populatidie | individualistic and tricholomous orientation
problem of increasing population, the car®f psychoanalysis, which has permeated
of feeding them and finding employment forsocial work thinking and practice in the
all, let alone giving them social services andffluent West is not suitable for the
amenities, are causing grave concern to tle@nstructive type of social work. In the
country It is, therefore, essential that socjatasework oriented approach it is the
workers and social work agencies shoulénvironment that is regarded as more or less
look at the problem of social welfare in thestatic and adjustment is usually hoped for
totality of the situation. through the psychological flexibility of the
Resistance to evil forms an essential pamdividual, rather than through rendering the
of Gandhian approach. It emphasises thenvironment amenable to change. Social
preventive aspect of saving individuals anavorkers appear to see their primary function
families from slipping into slime. It also as the application of certain techniques to
stresses that besides relief and rehabilitatiaxisting situations. They confine their
of the handicapped or dafers there is the efforts to attacking upon well-defined evils
need to bring proper emphasis on thef the present societ$ocial workers do not
constructive aspect of social work forbelieve that they could solve the problems
building up a healthy societyndividual's = of larger societyThey lack proper direction
economic, intellectual and moral stamina t@and clearcut objectives of social
resist coming dangers is to be built up sorganization, and their contribution is
that social sores may not arise andimited by their lack of insight. Society is
individuals and families may find beyond the comprehension of casework and
opportunity for a healthy developmeimtey @ has to be accepted as sudfariables of
should not degenerate or deteriorate intoasework are merely the individual himself
social derelicts to be cared for in costlyand the conditions of his personal
institutions as helpless inmates, incurrablenvironment which put strain on him and in
or incorrigibles, dependent on society them only some adjustment here and there
The modern social work has developeds sought. By and lge, social work seeks to
three basic methods of social case-warlenable the individuals to conform to the
social group work and communitypatterns and principles of the present
organization. The emphasis on case worksociety This approach may have been
has been so much that social work itself isuitable and necessary in the U.S.A. or the
very often identified with caseworls the | U.K. Looking to the present situation in
things stand even today the method of soci&hdia where the vast majority of people
action is least emphasised’he highly ' suffer from the problems of povertgqualor
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and disease, Gandhian approach laysefore the people of ore’own group.
emphasis on mass problems of economi®sychotherapy based on social casework,
social and educational indequacies rathe¢hough, unburdens the client from the
than on the problems of individualpressure of superego, yet it derelationizes
psychological inadequacy andthe client whereas the voluntary confession
maladjustment. But it does not mean thadf errors integrates him as a responsible
the individual is ignored. It recognises theanember of the society

organic relationship between individual and Gandhian approach utilises the method
society One cannot be looked apart fromof group work as an important tool for the
the otherThe need for casework and grouplevelopment of social, moral and spiritual
work type of social work will, therefore, values in the life of the members of the
continue in certain specific areas. Bugroup. The method of community
Gandhiji utilises casework method with laorganisation is also provided a new
difference. In Gandhian approach th&onnotation by stressing the constructive
method of casework seeks to improve thaspect of it. It is dferent from the method
individual capacity not only to deal with theof social action but both are complementary
problems of his life but also to serve thd¢o each other

society as a useful and responsible member In  Gandhian approach, casework
But this is not normally possible by |abecomes less important. It calls for the
present casework service based on thlehange of focus from casework to social
principles of self-determination, action envisaging fundamental changes in
confidentiality and the like. Gandhianthe basic social structure involving changes
approach accepts the usefulness of thege the value system and institutional
principles but it recognises that they canndtamework. For making present society
be pushed too fafhe person stdring from = bearable and finding a lasting solution to
faulty perception may not be in a position tdhe problems, there must be an attack upon
determine what the right course for him ighose values and social institutions from
in a particular situation. In Gandhianwhich problems arise. If it is agreed that
approach, therefore, the emphasis is on thedian society is “sick”, it is realistic and
removal of faulty perception anddesirable to gue that conformity to the
performance of duty rather than on theatterns responsible for social pathologies
restoration of the right of self-is unrealistic and undesirable. It requires
determination.As against the principle of social reconstruction to eliminate those
confidentiality Gandhiji propounds the conditions from which the problems arise,
principle of voluntary confession of errorsand for that matter social action is a
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necessary concomitant method of socialociety whereas social work primarily
work. Gandhian approach provides it with aelates to welfare activities undertaken with
rational, theoretical and methodologicathe limits set by the existing values. Reform
basis. is an attempt to help the distressed or
In the fields relating to the welfare ofexploited individuals and it usually works
the underprivileged or other weaker section§or” rather than “with” them. It appeals
of the society Gandhian approach islargely to the vicarious sympathy of others
characterised by the ideal of Sarvodaya-who are strategically placed in a better
the welfare of all and the spirit of position to do something for the alleviation
cooperation and class harmony between tled their suferings. The social reformers
contending groups of people. He pointed ouisually hold a low opinion of mankind.
to them their obligations and insisted on the A man of Gandhijg stature who could
performance of duty rather than makingfford to change social values did not
claims for the rights. He also made thenhmesitate to alter and transform them to suit
aware of their shortcomings and stressetthe needs of the times but at the same time
that the removal of them was necessary lie undertook welfare activities of
they sought their own progress and that aimeliorative type within the limitations of
the country He, thus, took a balanced viewbasic traditional values. Gandhian activities
of the whole situation in order to attack theéo the welfare of the Harijans, tribals,
problems at the root. women or other weaker sections of the
Gandhian approach to the fields ofsociety fall simultaneously into the realms
social welfare very often envisages basiof both social reform and social work.
changes in the social values, social custon@rusading against the exploitation of and
and usages and the general framework gbcial injustice to HarijansWomen and
the society In common parlance, suchothers, struggling for their equal rights and
changes are referred to as social refornbringing about changes in social and
That is why Gandhi is often called a sociafeligious institutions, are all instances of
reformer But to look upon him as one lookssocial reform. To omanise educational,
upon other social reformers or to assess hihealth and other welfare services for their
as predominantly a social reformevould = benefit, and to take steps for the mitigation
be to miss the basic approach that hef their suferings, are instances of social
adopted and the clarity of vision he broughtvork and social welfare activity
to bear upon the subiject. Even in the field of social reform
Social reform essentially aims at chang&andhiji is diferent from other social
involving sometimes the basic values of aeformers. Gandhiji did not work “for” but
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“with” the people who were sfdrers factors but in the structural limitations of
themselves. He involved the distressed anddian society
suffering people in the activities intended The privations of these groups of people
for their welfare in the best tradition ofare not only a problem of material
social work of helping the people to helpmprovement but a problem of social
themselves. He laid down unambiguouslgonscience and the restoration of equality of
that the satyagrah against an evil, to bstatus and dignity of human personality
successful, must be launched by the ver@andhiji attempted to help these groups of
people who are &cted by that evil. peopletoremove their disabilities themselves
Gandhiji in his approach to the diverseand enabled them to enjoy the status and
fields of social welfare had a consistency iprivileges equal to their counter parts.
his attitude which can well be described as In the field of Harijan welfare he gave a
a sincere respect for the dignity of humamnude shock to the canker of untouchability
personality on which social work lays soby his historic fast in Septembet932 in
much emphasis. In all his social welfarerotest against the Commun@lvard given
activities he was stimulated by the soldy the then British Government, by the use
motive of raising the dignity of humanof the technique of Satyagraha, for the
personality By way of constructive restoration of civic rights to the Harijans,
programme he opened up vast avenues fand by launching a number of social welfare
the people to improve their own conditionprogrammes for the amelioration of the
and at the same time contribute to theondition of Harijan under the auspices of
reconstruction of the society according tddarijan Sevak Sangh inaugurated by him for
their capacity the purposeA number of legislations were
Gandhiji has left a lasting impress on alblso envisaged and enacted for the removal
the fields of social work, though on someof untouchability and other disabilities.
only indirectly and casuallyBut he had In the post-independent India, the
chosen some of the fields for intensive andational and tate Governments have taken
extensive work viz. Harijan Welfare, up the task of Harijan welfare and the
Adivasi Welfare, Womans Welfare and protection of their rights closely following
Lebour Welfare. These fields are related tothe path shown by Gandhiji, The
those groups of people who frf from | constitution has accorded equal status to the
social injustice, economic exploitation andHarijans with the rest of [he Indian people
other age-old, social and religiousand by subsequeAt untouchability in any
disabilities. These disabilities are to beshape or form has been made a cognizable
traced not in the personal and individuabffence.
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As a result of Gandhian fefts and customs limiting their freedom, to castf of
subsequent measures undertaken, the roth® deep rooted inertia and inferiority
of untouchability have been so shaken asomplex and to overcome their weaknesses
never before. But as it is an age-old custorand shortcomings when he called upon the
and tradition ridden disease, it will die onlywomen of India to join national struggle for
a slow death. independence At his call thousands of

In the field of Adivasi welfare, women from all parts of the country and
Gandhiji took a human as well as drom all sections of society came out of
political interest in their problem. He drewtheir tradition-bound homes and participated
the attention of the nation to their welfardn various national activities.Thus he
which was lagely neglected earlieAt his = brought freedom and equal status to women
call a host of prominent social workerswith men and made them conscious of their
devoted their lives for the service ofcapacity and strength.

Adivasis. A number of voluntary Gandhiji also attacked the social evils
organisations in dferent parts of the of child marriage, purdah system, enforced
country also came into existence. He alswidowhood, prostitution and the like. His
provided an integrated approach to theiefforts had an electrifying #&fct on the
welfare in contrast to hitherto followed bypeople of India and brought about
isolationistic and assimilation approachesmiraculous changes in their thinking and
Gandhian integrated approach envisagepaded them into action. Several men and
that the Adivasis with their distinct and women workers came forward in fdifent
special social and cultural characteristiparts of the country to launch campaigns
features, should be treated as an integridr the removal of these social evils.
part of Indian population with an equalThough the evils still persist in varying
status in the main stream of socialdegree yet the public opinion has been
economic and political life of India. sufficiently aroused against them. Gandhiji

In the field of womers welfare Gandhiji also inaugurated Kasturba Gandhi National
attempted to remove the social injustice tdlemorial Trust which is looking after the
women and accord equal status to them withelfare and education of women and
man. He emphasised the women freeinghildren in the rural areas of the country
themselves from the slavery of customs, Gandhiji paid attention to the problems
whims and fancies of their own and realisef labour welfare. He pro-pounded a
their own capacity and strength. He made ttoncept of labour welfare based on class
real by providing opportunity to women toharmony and mutual cooperation. He
ignore age old religious sanctions and sociadvised the @anisation of trade unions on
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family model and suggested nonviolenteconstructing the society according to the
strikes and voluntary arbitration as theaspirations and abilities of the people.
means for settling the disputesTo This has thrown a virtual challenge to
implement his ideas into practice and makeocial work in India to make its due
an experiment on them, he inauguratedontribution to the positive solution of the
Ahmedabad Textile Labour Association| multitude of problems facing the country
which worked for the settlement of disputesather than to their postmortem handling.
through arbitration, for improving living No doubt, there is an expansion of
conditions of the labour and for theprofessional and voluntary social work
development of their personality activities in the country in the post

Besides these fields, Gandhijindependence period. But their usefulness is
accepted the special claim of children antimited by the fact that the modern concept
youths with, the realisation that for theof social work is the growth of an entirely
establishment of Sarvodya Social Order andifferent sociocultural complex of the
sustaining it, the remaking of man wasaffluent West. While a knowledge of its
essential This he could do best by lookingbroad and basic principles and techniques is
to the education of the child and the youthdesirable, these do not provide for an
Therefore, Gandhian approach to the fielddequate insight necessary for the solution
of child-and-youth welfare is a plea for theof the problems in a d#drent culture
incorporation of education as a programmeontext. Because of its &fent context and
of social work. He propounded the concepémphasis, social work, as it is practised
of Nai Talim which comprehends thetoday in India, has ignored the fact that it
education of man from birth to death. thidhas to be a participant in thedar function
plea awaits the recognition at the hand adf national reconstructiorilThe situation in
modern social worker India demands that the frontiers of social

The attainment of Independence hawork be expanded until every individual is
opened a new chapter in the history of sociakstored to his true dignityit is likely to
work in India.The nation is now standing atmake great strides towards this end if
the threshold of progress and developmet@andhian approach to social work, which
with the age-old fetters removed and théas its roots in the Indian soil and which is
pent up enajes released, to set nationahearer to the peopk’ aspirations, is
goals and to plan programmes forecognised and accemt
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT
on
the Programmes and Activities at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from July to September, 2022

m |In House Activities :

1. Opening Ceremony of Special Exhibition to Mark the Occasion of 75
Anniversary of Our Independence (13.08.20215.08.2022)

To mark the occasion of ¥
Anniversary of our Independenc
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala
Barrackpore ajanised a Specig
Exhibition on ‘India Towards
Freedom’ and on ‘Heroic Saga
Bengals Women Freedom Fighters
from August 13 toAugust 15, 2022
The exhibition was inaugurated on
August 13 at the premises of the Sangrahalaya in presence of students of some
-m iNstitutions and the visitors, who visited

&% the Museum on that dayAt the
beginning of the inaugural programme

the DirectofSecretary of the
Sangrahalaya along  with other
dignitaries lightened the lamp and

Y was the history of Indian Freedom
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8 Movement from 1857 to 1947 and it
.l was presented by exhibiting of rare
photographs along with necessary
information regarding the important
events of Indian Independence
Movement. To pay the homage to
Bengals Women Freedom Fighters, the
Sangrahalaya also exhibited the

contribution of 75 BengahWomen
Freedom Fighters along with th
photographs and |nformat|onThe
Sangrahalaya also arranged - E
documentary film shows on o -
Freedom Movement at the site
the exhibition.
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2. Celebration of the 7% Anniversary of Independence (15.08.2022) :

Q In presence of all the t&f-members of the
Sangrahalaya and the dignitaries the Direc
Secretary of the Sangrahalaya hoisted
National Flag in the morningAfter completion
of the Flag Hoisting ceremony several groups
students of some institutions came at
Sangrahalaya and they pay their tributes to
great Freedom Fighters by performing seve
patriotic songs, poems and dances.
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O To mark the occasion of the 75
Anniversary of our Independenl_A
Gandhi  Smarak  Sangrahalaya, Sgee
Barrackpore ajanized a Sit &% %
Draw Competition at the premises=
of the Sangrahalaya todayrhe
children, age group between 7
17, were participated in th
competition. The theme of the
drawing for the GroupA was ‘Azadi kaAmrit Mahotsav’ and the theme for
the group B was ‘India of My DreamsAfter completion of this competition,

a Puppet Show and Hand-Shadowgraphy programme wgeniped and the
members of Gabberia Sundarban Puppet
Theatre Group of South 24 Ranas
A district performed the showAll the
- participants of Sit & Draw Competition
were awarded the mementos and the

e %% them at the end of the programme.
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m Participatory Programme :

Meeting on the proposed project regarding the restoration and augmentation
of the Sabarmati Ashram precinct (02.07.202-03.07.2022) :

As a representative of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Barrackpore the DBirector
Secretary of the Sangrahalaya attended a meeting on the proposed project
regarding thd

restoration and
augmentation o
the Sabarmat .‘

Ashram  precincti &
organized by the e
Sabarmati Ashram
Preservation an

Memorial Trust on July 2 and 3, 2022 at tehrams premises iPAhmadabad.

The Directors and Secretaries of other Gandhi Museums throughout the country
such as National Gandhi Museum, New Delhi, Mani Bhawan Mumbai, Gandhi
Memorial Museum, Madurai, Sevagrakshram and such other Gandhian Institutions
were also attended the two days’ meeting and suggested their valuable opinions
regarding the restoration and augmentation of SabaAshtam in the meting.
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m Group Visit :
1. Group Visit

August, 2022 :

A lot of students’ group alon

with Teachers

their

by Several
Institutions in the month of |

frong

several schools and colleg s

visited the Gandhi
as the part of their educatid

throughout the month
August, 2022.The group of
students of following

Museur|

institutions visited the Sangrahalaya in the monthAafust :

*

06.08.2022—

RamkrishnaVivekananda Mission, Barrackpore, Number of

Students— 103

11.08.2022—
Students—

12.08.2022—
Students— 58

13.08.2022—
Students— 50

15.08.2022—
15.08.2022—
16.08.2022—

RamkrishnaVivekananda Mission, Barrackpore, Number of

36

Ramkrishn&ivekananda Mission, Sodepur Branch, Number of

Ramkrishn&ivekananda Mission, Mosat, Hooghl\Number of

Sarada Kanydidyapith, Barrackpore, Number oftuslents— 70
NiveditaVidyapith, Barrackpore, Number oftuslents— 42

Ramakrishn®ivekananda Mission— Gopal Govindacademy

Barrackpore, Number of t&dents— 64

23.08.2022—

26.08.2022—
Students— 56

29.08.2022—

Barasat College, Number dtdents— 79

Ramkrishn&ivekananda Mission, Sodepur Branch, Number of

Sarada Kanydidyapith, Barrackpore, Number oftuslents— 55
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2. The Sudents of Sacred
Heart Day  School
Barrackpore came
Gandhi Smara
Sangrahalaya on "2
September 2022 alon
with their Teachers for¥s
taking part in a Tree|
Plantation Programme:

their school authorit
The students, with great 51

om® o]

enthusiasm, planted some saplings at the premises of the Sangrahalaya
presence of theiffeachers and thet&f Members of the Sangrahalaya.
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